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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – April 22, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, Economic Development Advisory Committee Chair Steve Bittel, 
Intern Julius Peel, among others on the call who did not speak 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley provided an update: 1491 cases, 42 deaths, and 546 recovered. Cheshire County numbers are 
not changed from day before. He said Human Resources & Services Edna Coates provided him with 
some information about Public Assistance comparing the month of April for last three years. For this 
year, the Town has already spent $11,000 while in the past the amount for April has been in the range of 
$8,000 over the past several years. 
 
Branley said Governor Sununu announced a task force to explore re-opening the economy.  Branley said 
he would email out the website information about the task force. First meeting is this afternoon for this 
group.  
 
Julius Peel spoke about a NH Municipal Association survey that was conducted from April 14 through 
April 17th asking communities to identify expenses and loss of revenues as a result to COVID 19. He said 
that of 234 towns in New Hampshire, 127 responded or about 55%. The survey asked questions about 
COVID-19 related expenses for the initial 5 weeks of the pandemic. Towns saw about $7.6 million 
increase so far, and $22+ million is anticipated increase. Primary expense is police, fire, and other 
emergency services. He said 40% of towns have seen increased expenses for welfare. Technology costs 
also increased. He said respondents noted borrowing is anticipated due to high property tax 
delinquencies.  Legal, elections expenses also are expected to increase. Branley said one area that was 
not mentioned specifically in the survey was solid waste revenue loss. He said other towns might not 
have a recycling center manager on top of increased costs and loss of revenues like Whipple, but it is 
one area for Swanzey that is a loss of revenue.   
Branley asked for questions for Peel and Jasmin stated Peel has been pleasure to work with and has 
done well.  
 

http://www.zoom.us/


 
Town of Swanzey Board of Selectmen  Approved Minutes 
April 22, 2020 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
 

Branley mentioned tax anticipation notes which will be discussed at the Board meeting tonight. 
 
Colby thanked Peel for his presentation.  
 
Gomarlo asked Bittel for proof that the COVID-19 situation isn’t as bad as everyone thinks. Bittel said he 
reads the NY Times and the stats are pointing downward.  He mentioned a schedule done by a Doctor 
Marsh of Wolfeboro who charts the new cases that are community generated, and that number is way 
down and keeps going lower. Bittel said there is increased testing focus on clusters and senior care.  
Bittel said at some point the economic damage is greater than the health damage. Bittel added that 
everything should be done to get business re-opened. 
 
Faulkner asked about tax interest rate information and Branley said there is an executive order to allow 
towns to grant waiver of interest, but given advice of Town Counsel and the Town’s Assessor, the Board 
decided not to use that blanket authority, but will handle it on a case by case basis.    
 
Colby said he appreciates everyone’s comments and the Board will discuss tonight the prospect of going 
every other day with these 2 pm meetings.  
 
Meeting over at 2:20 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on May 6, 2020  
 


